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Foreign-Born in Maryland

• Total and Recent Arrivals

• Impact on Population Growth

• English Ability

• Native/Foreign Born Characteristics



Total Foreign Born in Maryland *

94,178
124,345

195,581

313,494

518,315

694,590

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from U.S. Census data and 2007 ACS

* 2007 margin of error is +/- 12,390



Annual Average Growth in Foreign Born 

in Maryland *

3,017

7,124

11,791

20,482

25,182

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000-07

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from U.S. Census data and 2007 ACS

* 2000-2007  average with margin of error would be from  23,412 to 26,952 



Foreign Born as a Pct of Total 

Population in Maryland *
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from U.S. Census data

* 2007 ACS margin of error is +/- 0.2%



Where Foreign Born Entered 

During the 1980s

50.1%

26.2%

23.7%

Montgomery Prince George's Remainder

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning from U.S. Census data



Where Foreign Born Entered 

During the 1990s

45.4%

23.0%

31.6%

Montgomery Prince George's Remainder

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning from U.S. Census data



Where Foreign Born Entered 

During 2000-2007 *

35.9%

24.0%

40.1%

Montgomery Prince George's Remainder

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning from  the 2007 ACS

* Does not include margins of error
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from U.S. Census data



1,022

2,510

3,174

3,304

4,121

5,463

6,598

6,975

9,452

19,735

31,349

37,282

44,285

78,953

155,836

276,576

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000

Allegany

Cecil

Wicomico

Calvert

St. Mary's

Washington

Carroll

Charles

Harford

Frederick

Anne Arundel

Baltimore City

Howard

Baltimore Co

Prince George's

Montgomery

Foreign Born in Maryland by Jurisdiction – 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from  2007 ACS
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Foreign Born as a Percent of Total Population – 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007ACS



World Region of Birth of Foreign 

Born – Entered Prior to 1990 *

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS

* Difference in share between Asia & Latin America is not statistically significant



World Region of Birth of Foreign 

Born – Entered 1990 - 1999

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



World Region of Birth of Foreign 

Born – Entered 2000 - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS
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Increase in Foreign Born as a Percent of 

Total Population Gain, 2000 – 2007 *
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS

* Using ACS data for foreign born arriving in Maryland, 2000-2007



Est. Population Change for Maryland by 

Race &Hispanic Origin, 2000 – 2007 *

-38,008
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977
16,608
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White African
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Asian American

Indian

Two + Hispanic

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning from U.S. Census Data  Bureau population estimates

* Race  data is for non-Hispanics



Pct. Population Change for Maryland by 

Race &Hispanic Origin, 2000 – 2007 *
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning from U.S. Census Data  Bureau population estimates

* Race  data is for non-Hispanics
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Number in Maryland Who Speak 

English “Less Than Very Well” *

86,097

148,493

246,287

314,204

1980 1990 2000 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from U.S. Census data and 2007 ACS

* 2007 margin of error is +/- 11,792



No. in Maryland Who Speak English “Less 

Than Very Well” by Native Language - 2007

151,917

82,095

59,590

20,602

Spanish Asian Indo-European Other

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Pct.  In Maryland Who Speak English “Less 

Than Very Well” by Native Language – 2007 

49.7% 47.7%

28.3%

23.8%

Spanish Asian Indo-European Other

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS

Difference between Spanish and Asian speakers are not statistically significant.



446

1,042

1,815

2,005

2,608

2,701

2,889

3,366

4,497

8,922

13,765

17,687

18,621

36,154

66,008

126,222

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000 120,000 140,000

Allegany

Calvert

Washington

Charles

St. Mary's

Cecil

Carroll

Wicomico

Harford

Frederick

Anne Arundel

Baltimore City

Howard

Baltimore Co

Prince George's

Montgomery

Number Who Speak English, “Less Than Very Well” – 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS
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Percent Native & Foreign Born in 

Maryland - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Citizenship of Foreign Born in 

Maryland – 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Citizenship of Foreign Born in Maryland in 

2007 for Those Entering Before 1990

23.1%

76.9%

Not a Citizen Naturalized Citizen

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Citizenship of Foreign Born in Maryland in 

2007 for Those Entering 1990 -1999

56.3% 43.7%

Not a Citizen Naturalized Citizen

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Citizenship of Foreign Born in Maryland  in 

2007 for those Entering  2000 - 2007

90.0%

10.0%

Not a Citizen Naturalized Citizen

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from 2007 ACS



Age Structure of Native and 

Foreign Born in Maryland - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Age Structure of Foreign Born

in Maryland - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Average Number of Workers Per 

Household in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Percent in the Labor Force

in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Percent Unemployed

in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Foreign Born as a Percent of the 

Civilian Labor Force - Maryland

Source: U.S. Census, 2007 ACS, MPI



Growth in Total Labor Force for 

Maryland, 2000 - 2008

197,925

Total Labor Force

Source: Professor Andrew Sum, Northeastern University, using CPS data



Growth in Total & New Immigrant 

Labor Force for Maryland, 2000 – 2008*

197,925 189,742

Total Labor Force Foreign Born 
Labor Force

* New immigrants are those FB who arrived in the U.S. since 2000
Source: Professor Andrew Sum, Northeastern University, using CPS data



Foreign born share of net change in Labor 

Force Growth for Maryland, 2000 - 2008

Source: Professor Andrew Sum, Northeastern University, using CPS data



Percent Who Speak English Less 

Than Very Well in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Percent of Households Linguistically 

Isolated in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Educational Attainment of Native & 

Foreign Born in Maryland - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Educational Attainment of Foreign Born 

by Citizenship Status in Maryland - 2007

Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Median Household Incomes 

in Maryland – 2007 *
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS

* Difference between native and foreign born is not statistically significant.



Percent in Poverty

in Maryland – 2007 *
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS

* Percent difference between native and foreign born is not statistically significant.



Percent in Renter Occupied Housing 

in Maryland - 2007
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Prepared by the Maryland Department of Planning, from the 2007 ACS



Summary

• Increasing number of foreign born this 
decade

• Evidence more spread out 

• Bigger shares from Latin America and 
Africa

• Significant impact on total population 
growth as well as growth by race/Hispanic 
origin



Summary (cont.)

• Number and percent who speak English less 

than very well quite high among the FB

• Foreign born more likely to be in prime 

working age groups

• Significant impact on growth of labor force

• Many differences between those FB who 

are citizens and those who are not


